Isolation Times!
A Pandemic Special!

Isolation Week 09

Your weekly pictorial antidote to the global pandemic

Welcome to the ninth edition of Isolation Times!
First and foremost I am advising that you are reading the penultimate edition of Isolation Times, for I have decided to finish my endeavours with
week 10. Well, you can have too much of a good thing, you know!
We have enjoyed the ability of being able to drive to take a walk in the
countryside, visiting Queenswood Country Park and Bodenham Lake. Both
provide different aspects of our wonderful countryside and are within easy
striking distance from home. Both are easy to walk—making a pleasant
change for us by giving our feet a well-earned rest this week!
The circulation of this edifice continues to expand and I am grateful to everyone who passes it on to others, so they might enjoy something of the
great outdoors. This will be the last opportunity to send your contributions
to my email address mike@brynbank.com for inclusion in my final edition.
I have been inundated with a letter from a Mr Von Trapp from North Wales,
who, despite the easing in restrictions, reports that his family was forcibly
removed from the mountains only this week, sending in a photo to prove it!
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A WALK AROUND QUEENSWOOD COUNTRY PARK
& BODENHAM LAKES
Queenswood is the only designated Country Park in Herefordshire. It is a 67
acre arboretum with over 1,200 rare and exotic trees from all over the world.
A further 103 acres of semi-natural ancient woodland is designated as a Site
of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and a Local Nature Reserve. It is famed
for its autumn colour but beautiful all year round from glades of wildflowers
in the spring to frosted branches in winter.

There are different way-marked walks around the arboretum and wider
woodland ranging from 1 mile to 2.5 miles and these include easy-access
paths. The viewpoint has panoramic views to the Malvern Hills in the east
across to the Black Mountains in the west.
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Queenswood is a fragment of the vast ancient oak wood that once stretched
to the Welsh borders and beyond. It was held by the crown on and off
throughout the ages and changed its name from 'Kings Wood' to
'Queenswood' in the reign of Queen Elizabeth II. During the 17th century
Queenswood became part of the Hampton Court Estate, which still borders
the country park on the opposite side of the main road. During the First
World War the woods were clear-felled to provide timber for the war effort.

From the large car park you can enter the park through the beautiful Border
Oak barn. Although the café, toilets and shop were all closed, the car park
was open and indeed the Trustees were encouraging you to park and pay—
it’s their only source of income at the moment!
Once in the park there are plenty of signboards and seats dotted about so
that you can stop and savour the delights of
the arboretum. The Autumn Garden has
many Japanese maples (Acer palmatum) of
all sizes and colours and an area records the
forestry work during WWI, the First World
War Commemorative Woodland. Donated
trees each have a marker board giving information of the tree, its donor and date
planted. History past and in the making!
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Many trees still hold their colours, including a late-flowering magnolia
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Stunning Acer palmatums display in the Autumn Garden
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Panoramic views open up to the West from the Viewing Point
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A beech in young iridescent leaf, while the next page shows a most magnificent pocket handkerchief tree Davidia involucrata in full flower. It is native
to central and southern China and was named after French priest and naturalist Father Armand David, who discovered it about 1887 and sent one to St
Petersburg. He was also the first westerner to describe the giant panda.
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In complete contrast is Bodenham lake, which occupies the site of old gravel
pits. The gravels were deposited in the valley as the ice retreated during the
latter part of the Ice Age, probably between 14,000 and 10,000 years ago.
The lake is managed by a partnership of Herefordshire Wildlife Trust and
New Leaf Sustainable Development. As it is an important overwintering and
breeding area for birds and other aquatic wildlife, approximately half of the
site is managed as a wildlife refuge with restricted (i.e. no) public access.
The section that is open, the Western shore between North and South hides
was very popular when we visited, with families picnicking by the lake.

Parking in Bodenham village, access to the lake is via a path through the
churchyard. Only it isn’t as the little bridge is closed for repairs, but there is
a sign directing you through buttercup-filled pastures with basking cattle.
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The sight of water was a welcome relief from the heat of the afternoon.
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Finally returning back to the car through fields of golden buttercups.
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A WALK TO EASTNOR
Renée Fleming emailed in another walk with a more unusual route - first up
Knapp Lane to West Hill and on to Kilbury Camp, down and across the
Worcester road to the self catering cottages near Massington Farm then up
the track and down again to Netherton Farm past a peacock butterfly.
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Up the track past some very interested cows! and on to Peacock Villa. Out to
the obelisk then down to Eastnor and back home up over Conigree Wood.
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Eastnor Castle in the distance set like a diamond in the undulating countryside. Renée reports hearing our first cuckoo this year in Eastnor Park and
saw swifts sailing around the farm buildings. Thanks for the news, Renée
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A LIGHTNING TOUR OF CHARTRES CATHEDRAL
Sir Thomas Allen took time out between appearances at the Opéra national
de Paris (commissioned by Emperor Napoleon III in 1861) to review Chartres
Cathedral for this august journal. He writes “One of the wonders of Europe is
Chartres Cathedral. It soars above the small town on the hill, and is a majestic sight both inside and out. This Church of Notre Dame is breathtaking and
adorned with thousands of sculptures and magnificent stained glass windows. To spend a good deal of time there, contemplating the sheer beauty
of this masterpiece is inspiring and uplifting. Even more remarkable is that it
was built in less than 30 years, starting about 1200, after a disastrous fire
that started in the town. Obviously nothing like modern construction machinery or computer technology was available, yet the result was remarkable.

Page 16

The West, North and South Porches each have 3 portals adorned with amazing tympanum, and many of the 4,500 statues that are one of the startling
features of the Cathedral. The stained glass windows are wonderful, and
can be dazzling in their intricate patterns of jewelled light.
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The 3 huge rose windows are magnificent, complemented by many tall side
windows. Most tell a wide range of biblical stories, but some depict noblemen and saints. Many have a lower panel depicting the contributing guilds.”
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And so Sir Thomas Allen’s review concludes this week’s Isolation Times.
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