Isolation Times!
A Pandemic Special!

Isolation Week 07

Your weekly pictorial antidote to the global pandemic

Welcome to the seventh edition of Isolation Times!
We’re still walking despite needing winter woollies again! We have summited
Worcestershire Beacon and surveyed the astounding views on all points of
the compass. I am blessed with a couple of interesting contributions, one on
our doorstep and the other North of the border.
Please keep sending your contributions to my email address
mike@brynbank.com. All ideas are welcome and please keep them coming
as we’re beginning to run out of energy and walking boots! Enjoy!
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A WALK TO WORCESTERSHIRE BEACON
Following on from our recce last week, I created a route on my ViewRanger
system, starting at St. Ann’s Well then climbing above Great Malvern to
Summer Hill. From there, walking the path marked as Three Choirs Way to
Worcestershire Beacon, then back to our start point via Sugarloaf Hill. We
walked on yet another sunny and warm day. The initial climb following the
plotted pathways was pretty steep and in places challenging for us oldies:
the path in the photo was easy compared with some, but it gives the flavour
of our walk. However, along the route to the top we were rewarded with
evermore panoramic views of surrounding countryside.
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The photo below shows developers making a mess of QinetiQ North Site.
Malvern has lost the buildings where Radar and much of modern electronics
was pioneered. In 1942, at the height of World War 2, the Telecommunications Research Establishment (TRE) came to Malvern College to continue its
secret work on Radar that was crucial in defending UK from air attack, in
detecting U-boats that were denying supplies from across the Atlantic, and
for ground surveillance to aid our bombers. The developer declined to fund
a proposal for recording the site and now all traces of its past are lost.

At least our views continued to improve as we climbed towards Summer Hill.
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And we could rest at the summit of Summer Hill and drink in the fabulous
views in all directions, looking first West, then East, South and North.
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Following the Choirs Way along the very top we made our way to the highest point of Worcestershire Beacon at 425m, with more panoramic views.
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A short distance from the commemorative plinth is a less photogenic triangulation station concrete pillar, or trig
point, which were set up by Ordnance
Survey from 1935.
At 425m, the Worcestershire Beacon is
the highest point of the Malvern Hills
and also the highest point in Herefordshire or Worcestershire. During the
World War II the Beacon was used to
look out for fires as far away as Birmingham and Coventry.
For many years there was a cafe at
the top of the Beacon but in 1989 it
burnt down. The Malvern Hills Act prevents building on the Hills, so now a
new cafe is expressly forbidden.
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At the top of the Beacon is a
toposcope, an engraved
brass disc of 25 inches diameter, which identifies all
the points of interest that
are visible on a clear day. It
was designed by Arthur Tryote Griffith, a local architect
and friend of Edward Elgar,
and installed as part of the
Diamond Jubilee celebrations of Queen Victoria in
1897. Arthur is said to be
the inspiration for Variation
No. 7 of the Enigma Variations. In February 2000 the toposcope was levered off its plinth and stolen.
The Conservators had two replica toposcopes made, one of which was installed on the plinth on the Beacon. However, in December 2001, police in
Walsall conducted a raid after a tip-off and recovered the original Toposcope,
which is now kept in a safe place and the replica remains on the Beacon.
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After a breather to drink in the views, we continued on the Geopark Way to
Sugarloaf Hill, for more panoramic views over the surrounding countryside.
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Then a slow and gentle decent back to St. Ann’s Well and through Rosebank
Gardens, stopping to look at Walenty Pytel’s The Lark Ascending.
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MEANWHILE, WAY BACK IN OLDE LEDBURY
I was gratified to receive a communication from Sir Thomas Allen, the famed
baritone who gave his final performance with the ROH in “Così Fan Tutte” in
2019 and now is a supporter and patron of many non-profit music-related
foundations, such as Music in Hospitals, the Samling Foundation, the Oxford
Lieder Festival, the Kathleen Ferrier Awards as well as being President of
British Youth Opera. Sir Thomas expresses a keen interest in Ledbury’s medieval past and wanted to tell us about 5 people who are representative of
the community that lived in Ledbury in the period 1066 – 1500, who lived
around Ledbury, and the Masters and all those who lived and worked in St.
Katharine’s Hospital.
First is Robert de
Ffurches, the bailiff,
for the Bishop of Hereford in the 1280s that
gives the first really
vivid account of who
lived in Ledbury in the
Middle Ages. Alas we
have no image of Robert but the unusual
wooden effigy of his
fellow bailiff / reeve,
Walter de Helyon, is in
St.
Bartholomew’s
Church, Much Marcle.
Interestingly,
Robert
de Ffurches and his
chum Richard, son of
Godefrey de la Leye of
Colewall, were gifted
“for homage, service,
and 8s. of silver”, 4
selions of land in Westfield, Colwall, and rent
(of) 1 clove (or gillyflower), and 2d. at
Michaelmas to the celebrant of the mass in
the church of the Virgin Mary in Ledbury.
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Rudolf Joye was the Master
Butcher in 1288 controlling
the 5 small slaughter houses and supplying 14 small
shops. There are 2 medieval type houses still existing
in Ledbury that came from
Butchers’ Row. Maybe the
carving in the Parish Church
is not Rudolf, but it looks
like a very prosperous
craftsman!
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Hugh, Bishop of Hereford had
the foresight and compassion
to set up St. Katherine’s Hospital, Ledbury, for the poor in
1232, and his portrait can still
be seen in its chapel.
Foliot had been one of three
members of the cathedral
chapter sent to King Henry III's
court to secure permission for
an election and was duly elected to the see of Hereford in
1219. In 1221 Hugh travelled
to Spain on a pilgrimage to the
shrine of St James at Compostela. He spent most of his tenure in his diocese, only rarely
attending the royal court or
assuming governmental duties,
except for taking custody of
Hereford Castle after it was
surrendered by Hubert de
Burgh in 1223.
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Lady Blanche Grandison was
born circa 1312 and died in
1347 and has a magnificent
tomb in Much Marcle, one of
the finest in the country. Conservation work was finally
completed in 2014 after nearly
3 years of work. Maybe the
same craftsman made the
tomb of Lady Pauncefoot in
Ledbury Parish Church?
Blanche Mortimer was married
in 1330 to Sir Peter Grandison, son of William de Grandison and Sybil Tregoz, in
Wigmore, Herefordshire. Sir
Peter possessed 2 castles at
Ashperton and Much Marcle.
He also has a fine tomb at
Hereford Cathedral.
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Finally, Edward Cowper was one
of the succession of medieval
Masters of St. Katherine’s Hospital who left us with the Master’s
House and the gem of a medieval Great Hall, saved recently by
foresighted people. His initials
are above the fireplace in the
panelled room, and his effigy is
little noticed in the Parish
Church.
Edward served in the post twice;
from 1562-74 and 1580-96. During the latter period he was also
the treasurer of Hereford Cathedral and the Master of St Ethelbert's Hospital in Hereford. He
kept extremely detailed accounts
including names and amounts
paid to craftsmen who worked
on the Hospital restoration.
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MORE UNUSUAL PLACES
Jock and Montserrat Caballé have surpassed themselves with information on
another unusual place: this time the Falkirk Wheel. This classifies as unusual,
certainly, but will also be familiar to many. It features on pretty well every
travel programme that ventures north of Hadrian’s Wall, but is well worth a
visit. Being Scotland's most exciting example of 21st century engineering,
The Falkirk Wheel is the World's only rotating boat lift - lifting boats 115 ft which links the Forth and Clyde Canal with the Union Canal.

The Falkirk Wheel is a magnificent, mechanical marvel which has
been constructed to 21st century,
state-of-the-art engineering. It is
already being recognised as an
iconic landmark worthy of Scotland's traditional engineering expertise. Amazingly, it requires only
the power of eight domestic kettles to sail boats into the air and
transfer them between canals.
Synchronous gears placed within
the wheel ensure that the gondolas stay in the horizontal plane
during lifting.
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Designed to replace a series of lock gates built in the 19th century - long
since demolished and replaced by housing - The Wheel is the showpiece of
the Millennium Link project where coast-to-coast navigation of the canals has
been re-established for the first time in over 40 years.
For visitors taking the boat trip, the entire Wheel Experience will last for approximately 60 minutes on a round trip and ascent and descent through the
wheel. Special group rates are available to travel on the lift and the visitor
centre is open at no cost to sit and view The Falkirk Wheel or to have a delicious coffee and a wide variety of quality foods.
The Wheel is close to Stirling, Glasgow and Edinburgh where there are
plenty of other attractions.
Nearby in The Helix Park
are The Kelpies, another
well explored location in
travel programmes, but
well worth seeing “in the
flesh” to get an idea of
their scale. The Kelpies are
30-metre-high horse-head
sculptures based on the
shape-changing
aquatic
spirit of Scottish legend.
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A JAUNT VIA DUCT
The other day, as excuse to enjoy our local countryside in the sun, we decided to walk the footpaths to the Viaduct, even though the kind farmer has
removed part of the path! Nevertheless, we enjoyed fine views to Walls Hills.
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The late afternoon sun makes a nice soft-focus photograph of the buildings
viewed from across the orchard. Overleaf you’ll see the brilliant-green leys
leading up to the viaduct, as April turns into May. The walk concluded our
walk and indeed, this journal.
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